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Veritas Backup Exec 15 FP3 brings many new capabilities, enhancements, improved performance, new 
proliferations, device support, and fixes for 69 customer cases to extend the benefits of previous versions 
and its core capabilities. To get a clear understanding about FP3 features, consider this brief overview 
below.  

You can also look for more detailed features of FP3 in the infographic at http://bit.ly/FP3-WhatsNew 

CLOUD. CLOUD. AND MORE CLOUD! 

If you are looking for an alternative to purchasing tapes when choosing long-term storage of backup data, 
you may want to pay close attention to this one. When we released version 15 Feature Pack 1, we 
introduced a fully integrated, fast and secure way to backup and restore from the cloud with a feature called 
Backup Exec Cloud Connector. Essentially, Cloud Connector lets you use an on-premise Backup Exec 
software to backup, duplicate, and protect your business data in the cloud-first world through an easy to 
build, easy to scale, easy to maintain, and is availaible for free with the core Backup Exec licenses.  

Before version 15 Feature Pack 1 if you wanted offsite backups, your best option was to get a disk-to-cloud 
Gateway appliances from Amazon Web Services (AWS), NetApp (formerly Riverbed) or one of the other 
supported providers. Then do you backups to the local disks, duplicate those backups to the appliance and, 
then let that appliance replicate that data offsite to a supported cloud location. Today many SMBs are 
adding cloud storage to their menu of backup storage choices to gain the advantages of elasticity, agility, 
and OpEx pricing, or simply to replace tape. Backup Exec 15 FP1 and above is designed to exploit these 
storage alternatives in a much more optimal way, enabling IT organizations to easily incorporate cloud 
storage into their backup strategy, without compromise. 

 

http://bit.ly/FP3-WhatsNew
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This latest release – Feature Pack 3, greatly enhances the interoperability of backups directed to cloud 
storage services by introducing support for Google Cloud Storage Standard. With Google Cloud Storage, 
you can now benefit from a very low cost, highly-durable storage that can be used to store limitless amounts 
of data and have access to that data at any time from within Backup Exec interface. Plus, all the data can 
be encrypted and is secured using SSL during data transfer from Backup Exec to the cloud-based storage 
device. With just a click, you’ll get cloud storage economics with immediate availability performance. Get a 
nifty infographic at http://bit.ly/GoogleCloudSupport  

COUNTING ON PERFORMANCE 

Backup Exec's performance gains will be hard to gauge until you run Backup Exec 15 FP3 especially so 
for virtual backups. There have been a lot of infrastructure updates since Backup Exec 2012 to make every 
single release count big on performance and faster compared to previous versions of the software. 
Honestly, each one of those elements can be viewed as incremental, but taken together, it's has been a 
nice rev on the product since. 

 With the changes made to the backup process in v 15 FP3, users protecting either VMware or Hyper-V will 
see significant gains in the performance of backup and restore times as well as reduction in the size of the 
backup. So, how Backup Exec does this is by skipping the data in Pagefile.sys during virtual backups. 
Skipping the data in pagefile.sys optimizes backup size, data transfer over network, and backup window. 
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This leads to great significant gains in performance of backup and restore time as well as storage space. 
In our internal testing*, Backup Exec 15 FP3 has shown up performance gains in the range of 0% to 7% 
assuming an average page file size of 32 GB for a virtual machine having 500 GB disk. The following graphs 
offer a summary view of the performance results carried out on specific hardware by skipping the 
Pagefile.sys. 

  

*The performance results presented in this article were derived from tests carried out on specific hardware and with specific data types and cannot be 
reproduced, by design. Readers should not try to compare the results of these tests to any specific environment, but should use the results as a guide 
only.  

Additionally, keeping our strong footing and focus on enhancing the virtual-protection performance, users 
can now get faster incremental backups for Hyper-V virtual machines by leveraging a new process that 
writes the changed blocks to a differencing disk and then only backs up that particular disk. Here’s a 
screenshot from the UI which illustrates this enhancement: You can set the processing method for Hyper-
V incremental backups from Configuration and Settings > Backup Exec Settings > Virtual Machines. 

  

During the new faster processing method, a new backup checkpoint is created for the VM during a backup 
(differencing disk), and only the differencing disk is backed up during an incremental backup. And, the best 
part is that as the size of data in the disk increases, the performance gain also increases as illustrated in 
the chart below: 
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NEW CONFIGURATION VALIDATION FEATURE 

Backup Exec 15 FP3 has added a new Configuration Validation Widget which delivers a single place to 
view all configuration problems associated with a setup. This new feature provides information about 
configuration issues. It detects configuration errors and deviations from recommended settings, and 
provides recommendations for best practices. From the widget on the Home tab you can click a link to view 
the Configuration Tasks dialog box, which provides details about each configuration issue as well as actions 
that should be taken to resolve the issues. Here’s a screenshot of the new widget on the Backup Exec 
home tab: 

 

SMARTER INSTALLATION WITH AUTO-DETECTION OF EXISTING 

DATABASE FILES BEFORE INSTALLATION FAILURE 
If Backup Exec database (BEDB) files from a previous installation of Backup Exec are detected, the Backup 

Exec installation wizard provides the option to use the new database files or use the existing database files. 

If you choose to use the new database files, the old database files are copied to a different location to avoid 

installation issues. 

 



 

 

Technical Brief 
Veritas Technical Education Services 

             

TM 
Page 5 Technical Brief – What’s New in Backup Exec 15 FP3 

ABILITY TO SELECT THE PREFERRED DAG NODE / NODES IN AN 

EXCHANGE IP-LESS DAG ENVIRONMENT 

Now, everyone know how at Veritas we make significant, worldwide efforts to listen to feedback from 
customers about their needs and perceptions at large about products. Backup Exec customers shared what 
they believed needed reworking to have more control over backup jobs by using the preferred server 
configuration to avoid backing up Exchange data across a WAN. Often customers expected the existing 
“Backup from the passive copy only” option to be limited to preferred servers.  

The result is Backup Exec 15 FP3 new “Option 4” (highlighted below in the screenshot) which has been 
added to the High Availability drop-down on the Exchange tab. This will back up either a passive copy or 
an active copy from configured preferred servers or fail if no copy is available on those servers. 

 
 

SIMPLIFYING MANAGEMENT TASKS 
By simplifying and automating management tasks, you can increase IT productivity and create a more 

flexible and resilient infrastructure. Backup Exec customers should be pleased that the journey they began 

in 2014 continues with Backup Exec 15 FP3, with Veritas making good on its “vision reinvention” and 

optimization as well as its promises related to administration simplification.  

With v15 FP3, we have changed the scheduled logon account check from 1 AM to 2 PM which ensures 
that the alerts related to the check is generated during an administrator’s day time. Also, we have changed 
the alert category for the scheduled logon account check from Job Warning to Job Failed to make the alerts 
more visible. 
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Also, the  Always-on Debug Logging which was introduced in in Backup Exec 15 FP1 has been enhanced 

to capture the Job Engine and Remote agent service crashes which will further help users save time with 

support calls. 

NEW PROLIFERATIONS 
Timely support for the latest platforms and operating systems has been one of the key priority since BE 

2012 and we continue to support newer platforms and applications as and when they arrive in the market. 

This further demonstrates our commitment to protect the data, applications, and platforms you depend on 

to run your businesses, without delay. For this reason, Veritas has placed a heavy emphasis on rapid 

support for new application platforms that are fundamental to IT. With v15 FP3, we have added support for: 

• Exchange 2013 CU10 

• VMware 6.0 U1 

• VMware 5.5 U3 

• CentOS Linux 6.7 and 7.0 

NEVER MISS A NEW FEATURE OR ENHANCEMENT WITH THE CURRENT 

BACKUP EXEC RELEASE 

Users sometimes use to miss a new feature or enhancement in the current release, but not anymore. We 
have added a new startup screen that shows the new features and enhancements in the current release. 
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Feedback 

Please take a minute to provide feedback on this document by clicking HERE.  

For More Information 

Description Link 

Backup Exec 15 FP3 Blog by Susie 
Spencer 

http://www.veritas.com/community/blogs/introducing-backup-
exec-fp3  

Backup Exec 15 FP3 Release Notes https://www.veritas.com/docs/000099842?  

Backup Exec 15 FP3 Read me https://www.veritas.com/support/en_US/article.DOC8201  

Backup Exec 15 FP3 download https://www.veritas.com/support/en_US/article.TECH231892?  

 

  

mailto:DL-VTAS-BNR-TFE%20%3cDL-VTAS-BNR-TFE@veritas.com%3e?subject=Feedback-What's%20New%20in%20BE%2015%20FP3
http://www.veritas.com/community/blogs/introducing-backup-exec-fp3
http://www.veritas.com/community/blogs/introducing-backup-exec-fp3
https://www.veritas.com/docs/000099842
https://www.veritas.com/support/en_US/article.DOC8201
https://www.veritas.com/support/en_US/article.TECH231892


 

 

Technical Brief 
Veritas Technical Education Services 

             

TM 
Page 8 Technical Brief – What’s New in Backup Exec 15 FP3 

 

About Veritas Technologies 
LLC. Veritas Technologies LLC 
enables organizations to 
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